Dislodgement of a sirolimus-eluting stent in the circumflex artery and its successful deployment with a small-balloon technique.
Coronary stent dislodgement or embolization before deployment is a rare but serious complication in interventional cardiology. A 60-year-old male presented with unstable angina five years after coronary artery bypass surgery. There was a stenosis (70%) in the obtuse marginal branch of the circumflex artery. During percutaneous coronary intervention, a sirolimus-eluting stent was stripped from its balloon mainly because of significant proximal angulation and incarcerated within the proximal circumflex artery. A smaller balloon dilatation catheter was advanced and pushed through the inside of the slipped stent. Using this technique, the stent could be advanced into the lesion and was successfully deployed. To our knowledge, this is the first case report on sirolimus-eluting stent dislodgement.